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Torznar, September 12, 1786. | 7 


As two 0 clock, P.M, elder Iſaac Backus INE” the introductory 


ſermon, from Hebreu s, Iv. 16: after which, 
2. A Moderator and Clerk were choſen, 


3. Letters were read from the ſeveral churches, and the following 
account was taken of the members added, diſmiſſed, excluded, or who 
have died the paſt year; and of the preſent number in each church. 


N. B. Miniſters marked by : an + were not preſent. Thoſe chorches 


'- which ſent neither meſſengers or letters ſtand as they did the laſt 
year, and are diſtinguiſhed by an *. 
CHURCHES, MESSENGERS, S No, 
RE 2% 3558. 
2ſt. Boſton, Samuel Still:yan, 40 12 190 
| Philip Freeman, 
Richard G:idley, 
2d. Boſton, Jaac Skillman, 15 53 
John Martin, | | 
- William Kendall, | | 
Beliingharn, Noah Alien, 12 8 31 x2 
| | | Agron T.eiand, N 
Haverhill, H. =ekiah Smith, 61 691 117 
* Warren, ©. | 83 
1k. Middicborougb, Tſunc Backus, | 23 116 
5 Nathaniel Shaw, | 
ad. Middleborougb, _ 5.4 3. 51 
3d. Middborough, + 4/a Hut, . 1 5 191 
5 Ebenezer Nelſon, 131 13 
Charlton, Nathaniel Green, 4 142 
= | David Brown, 4 | 
Vilbrabha n, + Seth Clark, 15s 11154 
Aue ſield; + Loenezer Smith, LESS 90 
Mon: agu, i | OD +6 38 
Ny aliton; | Simeon Chamberlain, 11391 75 
* Richmond, + Malterean Belicu, 39 
Wrentham, Wilbam Williams, 4-44-4138 
_ Joſeph Millard, 
Obediab Allen, | | | 
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rſt, Altleborougb, 
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CAURCHES. 


. & South-Brimheld, 


* Woodſtock, 
Chelmsford, 


o Barnſtable, 


New-Salem, 


Grafton, 


Leiceſter, 


® Freetown, 
Medfield, 


* Harwich, 


* Killingly, 


Dudley, 


* Southington, 
Rehoboth, 
Harvard, 


5 3 


* 


Salem, (N. Hamffoire) 


Colerain, 


"= 


; 


* 


Northbridge, 
Cambricgs, 


2d. Aſhford, 


Aſhburnham, 


Providence, 


. Glouceſter, 


Sturbridge, 


Templeton, 


New- Rowley, 


Bridgwater, 


Newport, 


fs! 


MESSENGERS, 
+ Eli;ah Coding, 
+ Biel Ledoyt, 
Abiſbai Croſman, 
Nathaniel Thatcher, 
Amos Fletcher, 


Samuel Bigelow, 


Philip Hathway, 
+ Elkanah Ingalls, 


| Jaac B-ais, 


Jonathan Newhall, 
John Lyons, 


Thomas Gair, 
Henry Plimpton, 
= {a Maſon, 


John Hicks, 
Jjaiah Parker, 


Nathaniel Willard 


Jonathan Lewis, 
Caleb Blood, 


Thomas Parker. 
Jeremiab Richardſon, 


Samuel Fletcher, 


+ Thomas Green, 
Thomas Williams, 
Gerſhom Cutter, 
John Rathbun, 


+ James Manning, 
John Piiman, 

+ Joſeph Winfor, 
Jordan Dogde, 


Jacob Sheppard, 


Samuel Bryan, 
Daniel Norcroſs, 


William Ewing, 


Moſes 'Tenny, 
George Robinſon, 
James Perkins, 

+ n Foſter, 


L 


"PPV 


| I 


21 


[16c]17; 53281336 


12 


Jid 


od 


The laſt church on this liſt was received the preſent year, 


* Received the. minutes from the Aſſociation in Philadelphia. 


"PACT 


I 73 


5. Received letters and minutes from the Shaft bury, Woodſinch and? 


L* 


Gtaning/on Aſſociations by their wanne viz. Peter ii arde and Fouat!, . 
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mined refuſal to give any countenance to their arbitrary claims of powey 


114 1 


Richardſon, from Shafiſbury; Thomas Baldwin and Fxeliel Powars, from 
Woodflack ; and Pardon Tillinghaft * William Hammond, from Stoningtow 


Aſſociation, 


6. As we cannot aſcertain at what place the New- Hampſhire Aſſocia- 


tion will meet the next year, voted, To omit ſending a letter. 


7. Choſe meſſ'rs Thomſon and Williams to draw the letter to the correſ. 
ponding Aſſociations, 


8. Read the circular letter to the churches, and adjourned till tae 
morrou morning, 8 o'clock, 


Weoneavar, September 13. 
Met purſuant to adjournment. 1 . 


9. Attended to the addreſs from a church at Sutton ; ; and, after an in- 


quiry into the proceedings of ſaid church, it was propoſed, Whether, 


conſidering all circumſtances, there is not ſufficient reaſon to drop the 
Fulton church from this body? Voted in the affirmative. 


10. Read and approved the letter to the ſeveral Aſſociations: alſo, 


read and approved the circular letter to the churches. 


11. Appointed meſſ'rs Wilſon and Pitman as our mellongire t to the 


Phzladelphian Aſſociation 3 meſſ'rs Parker, Croſman and Fletcher to that of 


Woodfleck ; meſſ'rs Nathaniel Green and Dodge to that of Shaftſbury ; ; and 
meſſ'rs Semands and Robinſon to Stoninglon Aſſociation, 


12. The late ſufferings of the church and ſociety in Cambridge were 
eonſidered; upon which it was unanimouſly. | 


Reſol ved, That as our denomination, in this commonnenlth, have been 
Jong oppreſſed by the Congregationaliſts, who have claimed the power of 


ſupporting religious miniſters by tax and compulſion: and as in conſe- 


quence of this, our brethren in Cambridge, beſides their time and trouble, 
Have lately been at the expenſe of thirty-three pounds fifteen ſhillings, 


we earneſtly recommend, that each church in this Aſſociation raiſe a pro- 
portion of that ſum, as ſoon as may be, and forward the ſame to mr, 
Jſaac Skillman, of Boſton, or to nir. Thomas Green, of Cambridge, for the 


relief of thoſe ſufferers. And, conſidering it is in the general cauſe of 


Jiverty theſe friends have ſtood forth—a cauſe which concerns the citizens 


of America at large, and particularly affefs us—Conſidering, alſo, that 
what they have done has evidently given a check to ſuch oppreſſions, and 
that nothing tends more to bring them to an end than a full conviction 


in our oppreſſors, that we are united in ſupporting each other in a deter- 
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ver us. To theſe reaſons, for aſſiſting the aforeſaid brethren, we likes 
wiſe add, that we have formerly given encouragement to ſtand by each 
other in this cauſe, and are bound by ſacred obligations to theſe expreſſ- 


ions of obedience to Chriſt. 5 
Query, If an ordained elder of any particular church is diſmiſſed | 
in friendſhip and fellowſhip to another church, and by them received, 
ſhall he be conſidered as their regular minifler without further nein, 
according to the Bapti, conflitution „ ** 


Anſwered, unanimouſly, in the affirmative, 


i 


14. It is recommended to the members of the churches to retire, every | 
Lord's day morning, between the hours of ſeven and eight o'clock, for ſol- 
emn prayer to God, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed, 1. Tocauſe ageneral 
ſpread of the goſpel among the nations of the earth. 2. That, in a par- 
ticular manner, he will be pleaſed to revive his work in all the churches 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in America, 3. That he will graciouſly inter- 


| poſe in our publick affairs, and over-rule them for his own glory, ana 


our peace, and happineſs as a people. It is with pleaſure we in- 
form the churches, that many pious people, in different parts of the con- 
tinent, of various A are thus engaged. Let us, * unite 
with them, and at one ti q the knee to the God and Fe ro r 
Lord Jeſus, who has never Kid, to the f. ed of Jacob, 4 je 1 
in Vain. 


15. Agreed on the following ſupplies ; 


Elder Croſman, at Methuen, the third Lord's day in October: : eldes 
Robinſon, the laſt in November. 

Elder Semands, the fifth Lord's s day in October, at Providence : elder 
Robinſon, 2.9 November. 


16. Elder Skillman is appointed to prepare the circular letter to the 


churches for the next year. 


. 17. The next Aſſociation is to be held at Chelmsford, the Tueſday af. 
ter the firſt Wedneſday in September, at two O'clock, P. u. Elder Shill- 
man is choſen to preach the introductory ſermon, If he fails, elder 


"Robin, 
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The CIRCULAR LETTER. 
©... © To the Churches; N 
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PREPARED BY MR. SMITH, * AVERIILLS 


* * * + # 233 

| | P COT e 4 A 4. » ; 3 "vi 
Pet” | ROM a ſenſe r everlaſting love nad effeftual calfing by which u 1 
—— ave been gathered to be a diſtinct and united people in the doctrines of Kt 


our Saviour, we tenderly ſalute you, earneſtly defiring that love, grace, 18 
mercy, and peace, through the knowledge of God the Father, and his 
e Son, Jelys COR, way greatly abound among you. 15 


We have renewed au bumbly to acknowledge the gracious conde- 7 
Frenſion of an indulgent God, manifeſted. to; us in òur annual meeting, 
by which our ſouls have been quickened and refreſhed, our hope ſtrength- 
ened, and the bond of true friendſhip again confirmed, We have been 
enabled, through grace, to tranſact the affairs which have come before 

n hl w6therly love and unanimi ngt ened to purſue the . 
y "pr 3 hs church 4568, an . F ned e 25 ö 
Lauſe of Chriſt in che world. 8 *% 


w Kh pleaſure we can inform you, that God hath done great things for 
many of the churches, To ſeveral of them, there have been large ad | 
Aitions, we truſt, of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, | 


Amongſt the various orders of beings known in the vaſt and extenſive 
empire of the Great Jehovah, there are certain rules eſtabliſhed, anda 
due ſubordination among the whole. Whenever this ſubordination is 
deſtroyed, and the rules violated, the * order and har mony of that 

rank of beings are, to a great degree, loſt, 


4 78 * 


In civil government, 22804 8 well executed, are che gl 0d 
; * thereof. | | 5 
By noticing the divice codſtitution ioogk the owe, under. the bi 
mer diſpenſation, we find the moſt exact order inſtituted ; the viol 
of which was attended with the moſt ſevere puniſhments. Their rewards 
and puniſhments were proportioned, without the leaſt variation, accord- 1 


ing to their obedience or diſobedience to the divine inſtitutions, which 5 
$1492ncc; the purity and propriety of their laws, the dignity of their le- 


\ 


87 1 | 

giſlator, and the moral obligations they were under to the Supreme Gos. 
Ernour of the univerſe. States, kingdoms and empires riſe or fall in 
their ſtrenth, glory and power, according to the ſpirit and execution of 
their laws, This was the caſe with the Jewiſh church ; and may we not 
with propriety conclude, it is, and ever will be ſo with the Chriſtian 
church, which is ſuperiour to any incorporate body formed on earth? 
What we mean by the Chriſtian church is, Chriſt's church, which con- 
ſits of many diſtinct bodies of believers ; each is called a particular 
church ; which is, a number of profeſſed diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, form- 
ed into a diſtinct body, by mutual compact; ſolemnly engaging to each 
other, to walk agreeably to the laws, precepts and examples of Chrilf, 

made known to us in the ſcriptures of truth; acknowledging Chriſt 
to be the only head of the ſame. Hence paſtors, teachers, elders, dea- 
cons and members, as different parts of this myſtical body, are obliged, 
by the laws of Chriſt's kingdom, to be faithful in the Ciſcharge of their 


reſpective duties; the negle& of which introduces a train of pernicious 


evils, which diſturb the peace, proſperity and happineſs of the church, 
The ſeeds of declenſion, animoſities and diviſions being thus ſowed, the 
church will languiſh, her officers be diſheartened, her members ahens 
ated from each other, and ſcattered ; and, inſtead of her anſwering to 
that character, of being“ fair as the moon, clear as the ſun, and terrible 
as an army with banners,” ſhe will be clothed with ſhame, become en- 


feebled, and, like to a broken conſtitution attacked with ſtubborn dif 


orders, decline, waſte away, and die. To prevent ſuch a threatening ca- 


taſtrophe, let each one attend to his duty, and the whole be united in the 
proper exerciſe of, goſpel diſcipline, Common experience teaches the 


neceſſity of paying proper attention to a difordered member of our body, 
and to endeavour its reſtoration. Similar ſhould be the caſe of the 


churchIf one member is diſordered it affefs the whole body. Hence 


it is the duty and buſineſs of the whole to take the moſt ſpeedy eare of 


the one diſordered ; which care diſcovers that union which ſhould ever 
ſubſiſt amongſt them. Church diſcipline ſhou!d be wiſely, tenderly and 


ſtrictly maintained—which tends to the health of the body—and ſhould 
never be left to only one or a ſew, heit is the duty and buſineſs of the 
whole. Subordinate characters ſhoald highly eſteem thoſe who are placed 
over them in theLord, and are to now and ohey them as ſuch. 1 Theſi.v.13, 
Heb. xiii.17, Contracts and agtecuitu.c amongſt them ſhould ever be held 
ſacred. The hands of paſtors ſheuld berengthened, by the churches at. 
ing up to the Chriſtian character, and contributing liberally to their ſup. 


| port ; by which means they might sive themſelves wholly to the Work of | 
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the miniftry. The fin of covetouſneſs, when diſcovered in any member, 
reſpecting the unanimous ſupport of the miniſtry, ſhould be noticed as 


2 breeding evil, which ought to be ſpeedily removed by the good and 
wholeſome rod of church diſcipline, that an equality might take place. 


The ſupport of goſpel miniſters is ſo clearly and fully eſtabliſhed by 

* Jefus Chriſt, that it is generally acknowledged by our churches, But, 

alas! how few there are who faithfully and honeſthy 7 diicharge this known 

duty—which muſt be a crying in in the fight of Heaven] Ts not the 

neglect of this duty, joined with a departure from church diſcipline, one 

great cauſe of the preſent langour which prevails in many of our churches ? 
Brethren, receive from us the following exhortation : 

Attend to the covenant and ſolemn obligations into which you have 
mutually entered ; and wherein you have been deficient in the diſcharge 
ef your covenant obligations, ſeek earneſtly to God by prayer for par- 
don; and be inceſſant in your ſupplications for renewed ſtrength and 
grace, that you might be faithful in future. Watch againſt all kinds of 
evil. Be ever ready to do good. As members of Chriſt's church, be 
ready to contribute your aſſiſtance in every branch of duty, eſpecially in 
diſcipline, Let covetouſneſs not be indulged amongſt you. Remem- 
ber, he wid withholdeth more than is meet"tendeth to poverty. May 
you receive freſh anointings from the Holy Ghoſt ; be filled with his gifts 

and grace, and adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, | 


We conclude with the warmeſt recommendation of the inſpired pen- 
man's addrefs to the primitive believers—Finally, brethren, whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, 
whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, if there be any in, 
think on theſe things. 

Signed by 1 of the Aﬀociation. 
HEZEKIAH SMITH, Moderators 
THOMAS GAIR, Clerk, 
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